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BLUFORD BOOK DESCRIPTIONS ARE BELOW.      SURVEY 2008 BLUFORD SERIES ONLY    TODAY’S DATE: 

Information online at: WWW.EMBRACINGTHECHILD.ORG/BLUFORD.HTML

PLEASE TYPE THIS FORM       RETURN BY EMAIL TO PCKINDERMANN@EARTHLINK.NET
	NAME OF YOUR FACILITY: 

	NAME OF YOUR PROGRAM:                                                                                           BEGINNING:                               ENDING: 

	COMPLETE ADDRESS FOR SHIPPING:

	PROGRAM DIRECTOR:    

	TEL:                                                           FAX:                                              EMAIL:

	WEB SITE:

	TO QUALIFY FOR FREE BOOKS, YOU MUST FACILITATE ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

	TYPE OF FACILITY: __DOMESTIC VIOLENCE    __HOMELESS      __UNACCOMPANIED TEEN     __TEEN WITH CHILDREN

	__AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM  __FAMILY LITERACY    ___ SUMMER CAMP     __ COMMUNITY CENTER    ___GED PROGRAM

__ JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER __ OTHER DETENTION CENTER __OTHER:    Attach Explanation

	TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS CAN PURCHASE BOOKS AT WWW.TOWNSENDPRESS.COM
	
[image: image1]

	PARTICIPANTS:   ANNUAL TOTALS:   ____FAMILIES    ____CHILDREN/STUDENTS ONLY     ___ ADULT STUDENTS        
	

	
	
	

	BREAKDOWN: 
	ESTIMATE
	

	
White non-Hispanic 
	%
	

	
Black non-Hispanic
	%
	

	
Hispanic
	%
	

	
Asian
	%
	

	
Other
	%
	

	

English Speaking
	%
	

	

ESL
	%
	

	ADULT ATTENDEES: 
	

	
Male:
	%
	

	
Female:
	%
	

	AGE OF CHILDREN:
	

	
10 to 12 years
	%
	

	
13 to 15 years
	%
	

	
16 and Older
	%
	

	
Other: 
	
	

	
	

	BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR READING PROGRAM. IF NOT A READING PROGRAM, DESCRIBE THE PURPOSE OF BOOKS.
	

	
	

	BRIEFLY DESCRIBE HOW YOU WILL MEASURE THE SUCCESS OF YOUR PROGRAM:
	

	Will you agree to provide Embracing the Child with the results of this measurement twice a year?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	BOOKS AND QUANTITY REQUESTED.
	

	TITLE:
	# of Books Required
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Add more lines if necessary for additional titles.

Organization’s Mission Statement:

Provide any additional information or explanations:

Note:  Books will be shipped directly to you from Townsend Press.

If you have any questions about this program, titles, or form completion, please call:

Pat Kindermann

Embracing the Child

email: pk@embracingthechild.org
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The Bluford Series novels from Townsend Press were written to appeal to both intermediate and advanced readers. While content in the series is sophisticated enough for high school students and beyond, the reading level for the novels is between 5th and 6th grade. Each novel contains less than 200 pages, encouraging even reluctant readers to read from cover to cover. Topics, themes, and situations in the Bluford Series were chosen to engage students' real-life experiences. By having immediate relevance to students' lives, the books are more likely to keep students' interest--and teach them the value and pleasure of reading.

Taking into account recent research on gender and reading, an effort was made to ensure that students of both sexes would find the Bluford books appealing.  To account for the varied preferences of young readers, the Bluford Series includes elements of many popular genres for this age group, including mystery, romance, action, and a touch of the supernatural.

Lost and Found: This, the first book in the series, centers on the life of Bluford sophomore Darcy Wills. Darcy contends with the return of her long-absent father, the troubling behavior of her younger sister Jamee, and the beginning of her first relationship. 

A Matter of Trust: The sequel to Lost and Found, this book centers on Darcy's growing conflict with her old friend, Brisana Meeks. Amid jealousy and competition, Darcy fights for her relationship with Hakeem Randall and struggles with her fears over her own family's future. 

Secrets in the Shadows: This book focuses on Roylin Bailey, a Bluford sophomore who appears in A Matter of Trust. Roylin makes a terrible mistake: He steals money to buy a gift for the girl of his dreams and finds himself in a nightmare he cannot escape. 

Someone to Love Me: This story is about Cindy Gibson, a Bluford freshman who first appears in Lost and Found. Cindy struggles with a stormy relationship with her mother, ongoing trouble at school, a dangerous boyfriend, and worse. Will her fragile family survive? 

The Bully: Darrell Mercer, a 9th grader at Bluford, is at the center of this story. Darrell and his mother move to the Bluford area in the middle of the school year. Physically smaller than his peers, Darrell quickly becomes a target for Tyray Hobbs, the freshman class bully. 

The Gun: The sequel to The Bully, this book is about Bluford freshman Tyray Hobbs, the tormentor of Darrell Mercer. The tale traces Tyray's troubled home life, his desire to rebuild his reputation, and his quest to get revenge on Darrell, the only boy who ever stood up to him. 

Until We Meet Again: Sequel to A Matter of Trust, this story continues the tale of the Wills family. Darcy learns that Hakeem, her first boyfriend, is moving out of the state. Then her grandmother's health declines and a mysterious new person comes into her life. 

Blood Is Thicker: This sequel to Until We Meet Again follows the story of Hakeem Randall after his move to Detroit. Far from Bluford High, Hakeem quickly finds himself in a world of trouble, and his family is at the center of it. To complicate matters, a new girl hopes to make him forget Darcy forever. 

Brothers in Arms: Martin Luna, a new student at Bluford High, is at the center of this story. Haunted by the tragic death of his little brother, Martin seeks one thing: revenge. But his mother wants more for her only remaining child. Will Martin listen to her, or will he allow anger to control him? 

Summer of Secrets: Darcy Wills is at the center of this tale, a sequel to Until We Meet Again. Darcy hides a painful secret from her friends and family. Yet others—including her parents and her childhood friend—are keeping secrets of their own. When the truth finally surfaces, Darcy's entire world is turned upside down forever.

The Fallen - This sequel to Brothers in Arms picks up the story of Martin Luna as he struggles to rebuild his life after the death of his little brother. In trouble at Bluford High School for fighting, Martin faces an even bigger problem at home: Frankie, the most feared homeboy from his neighborhood, is hunting him. 


Shattered - This sequel to Summer of Secrets  continues the story of Darcy Wills as she begins her junior year at Bluford High School. Eager to repair her relationship with her old boyfriend Hakeem, Darcy discovers that one of her biggest fears has come true. And worse: her closest friends have been secretly lying to her.

Search for Safety tells the story of Ben McKee, a new sophomore at Bluford High School. At home, Ben is living a nightmare. His mother has married Larry, an abusive man who wants nothing to do with his stepson. And when Larry loses his job and starts drinking, Ben finds himself—and his mother—in grave danger.

No Way Out - Bluford High freshman Harold Davis is trapped.  Medical bills for his sick grandmother are piling up, and a social worker has threatened to put him in a foster home.  Desperate for money, he reluctantly agrees to work for Londell James, a neighborhood drug dealer.  The choice leads him into a world of dangerous streets where no one is safe.  Will Harold escape the violence that surrounds him, or will he become its next victim?

Schooled - There’s no backing down for Lionel Shephard.  With a dream of joining the NBA, all he wants to do at Bluford High is play basketball.  But everyone’s trying to stop him. His father thinks basketball is a waste of time; his teachers don’t know he can barely read and threaten to fail him; and his dropout friend Jamar wants him to quit school.  Unsure where to turn, Lionel must make a choice.  Will he pursue his dream or get caught in a nightmare?
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